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Urge Prompt Boxcar Handling 


The Association of American 
Railroads has advised the Na- 
tional Canners Association that 
every effort is being made to 
equitably allocate the available 
supply of boxcars between the 
railroads in all sections of the 
country and that everything pos- 
sible is being done to assure box- 
cars for shipping cans from can 
manufacturers’ plants to can- 
neries throughout the Nation. 


The AAR states that, “In 
order to come anywhere near 
meeting the anticipated heavy 
requirements for boxcars to load 
commodities actually requiring 
this type of equipment, it is es- 
pecially important that all con- 
cerned put forth special effort to 
see that boxcars are loaded and 
unloaded with utmost prompt- 
ness.“ 


Asparagus fiberometer, an instrument 
invented by H. K. Wilder, Assistant Di- 
rector of the Association's Western Re- 
search Laboratories, to detect the presence 
of objectionable fiber in canned asparagus, 
is being used experimentally in connection 
with the testing of canned asparagus 
samples. Full description on page 239. 


Foreign allocations of tin plate for 
the third quarter of 1947 have been 
announced by the Office of Inter- 
national Trade, U. S. Department of 
Commerce. These allocations total 
120,000 short tons, as compared with 
110,000 short tons granted in the sec- 
ond quarter. Latin American coun- 
tries were allocated a total of 41,943 
short tons and the rest of the world, 
78,000, leaving a small reserve held for 
contingency. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Mexico, Australia, South Africa, 
France, Belgium, Norway, and The 
Netherlands were the principal coun- 
tries to receive the tin plate. 

Effective Monday, May 12, the National 
Canners Association headquarters will 
open and close one hour earlier since the 
District of Columbia is observing daylight 
saving time from May 11 to September 28. 


Board Program Taking Shape 


Work is in progress on the agenda for the meeting of the Associa- 
tion’s Board of Directors at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D. C., 
May 27 and 28, but final details are not complete and the exact 
program will be announced in a later issue of the INFORMATION 
LETTER. Items now planned for presentation and discussion in- 
clude the following: 

Report on the Association’s public relations program, N.C.A. 
policy with respect to assisting canners in movement of surplus 
canned foods, discussion of revival of arbitration practices, state- 
ment from N.C.A. Counsel and discussion on label allowances, 
discussion of proposed standards and Food and Drug Administra- 
tion policies on issuance of regulations, report of the Home Econom- 
ics Committee and its proposed program, discussion of policy with 
respect to standardization of containers, report on preliminary 
plans for handling of the 1948 Convention in Atlantic City, pres- 
entation of handbook for N.C.A. staff employees, review of Asso- 
ciation activities in the field of foreign trade, report of Finance 
Committee and consideration of budget, and reports of the Build- 
ing, Legislative, Research and Statistics Committees. 


Army Announces Canned Fruit and Vegetable Requirements 


The Association has been advised by the Office of the Quarter- 
master Corps that tentative requirements of the armed services 
and certain government agencies for canned fruits and vegetables 
from the 1947 pack call for total purchases of 8,428,172 dozen cans 
of fruits, basis 214’s, and 19,083,752 dozen cans of vegetables, 


basis 2’s. In addition, the Army will need 1,712,184 gallons of 
pickles (all types). The Army’s requirements for canned citrus 
juices and segments will be announced later. 

Last year the Army made offers to purchase 5,402,784 dozen cans 
of canned fruit, basis 214’s, and 12,794,663 dozen cans of canned 
vegetables, basis 2’s. 

The Quartermaster Corps has not announced whether or not it 
will buy this year on a nego- (See Army Requifements, page 241) 


Weather Retards Pea Plantings, N.C.A. Survey Shows 


Delayed plantings occasioned by unfavorable weather conditions 
indicate that the acreage of peas for canning this year may drop 
considerably below the high average of the past few seasons, ac- 
cording to a bulletin released this week by the National Canners 
Association. Present indications drawn from a survey of the 
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important pea canning areas point 
to a considerably smaller pack this 
season than last based on indicated 
reduced acreage and late plantings. 
A summary of the conditions as re- 
ported to the Association from vari- 
ous pea canning areas on May 5 fol- 
lows: 


“It is too early for a complete re- 
port on pea acreage planted for can- 
ning but because of the lateness of the 
season in the East and Midwest, and 
because of the extremely unfavorable 
weather conditions, the prospects are 
that considerable acreage that had 
been planned for 1947 will not be 
seeded 


“Pea planting in most of the East- 
ern and Midwestern pea districts has 
been delayed because of excessive rain 
and cold weather. In New York State 
and Wisconsin, where last year almost 
half of the Nation’s pea crop was 
5 prospects for getting peas 
nto the ground in time to produce a 
satisfactory crop this year appear 
most discouraging. 


“A survey of Wisconsin indicates 
that less than 20 percent of the Alaska 
acreage had been planted by May 5th, 
with 18 no Sweets in the 

round. Most of these plantings are 
n the lighter soils of the southern 
art of the State, and sheng the Lake. 
here has been very little planting 
of peas in the heavier soils which con- 
stitute a very large part of the pea 
acreage. 


“Cold, rainy weather over last week- 
end will prevent planting the early 
part of this week. Wisconsin canners 
report that a 40-year experience in 
growing peas indicates that the best 
crops are grown when peas are planted 
from April 20th to May Ist, and that 
the risk of running into hot weather 
materially increases with plantings 
after the first of May. Many have 
indicated, however, that they will 
risk planting up to May 15. That 
leaves them only about a week to get 
the bulk of the Wisconsin acreage 
planted and that will be possible only 
if — sunny weather develops this 
week. 


“Pea planting through Illinois, Indi- 
ana, and Ohio has likewise been de- 
layed because of too much rain. Since 
the latest date for successful plant- 
ing in the southern and central parts 
of those States has passed, consider- 
able contracted acreage has been 
abandoned. 


“In New York State a survey of 95 
percent of the intended acreage shows 
12.6 percent planted. Soil is so wet 
because of continuous rainy weather 
that canners state they will not be 
able to plant again before about 
Thursday (May 7) or Friday (May 
8) of this week and then only if 


weather clears and temperature rises. 
Most canners say that they will not 
risk planting after May 20th. The 
entire = planting in the State is 
about 


weeks later than last year, 


and canners estimate that they will 
not be able to get more than from one- 
half to two-thirds of last year’s acre- 
age in the ground, and that only if 
conditions improve immedi- 
ately. 


“Maryland canners were late in get- 
ting their peas planted because of 
cold wet weather. Poor growing 
conditions have held back the gro 
of peas until they are reported to 
be only about 4 inches high in west- 
ern Maryland. Canners report that 
a satisfactory crop of peas in this 
area depends on the weather remain- 
ing cool until harvest-time. 


“Utah canners report pea planting 
finished, with acreage 29 percent be- 
low that of 1946. 


“In Minnesota some were 
planted late in April but wet weather 
during early May stopped planting. 
f weather conditions improve in the 
next few days planting could proceed 
satisfactorily. 

“Weather conditions in the North- 
west have been more favorable than 
normal and ad oye in this terri- 
tory is repo as practically com- 
pleted. Crop prospects appear well 
above average and, according to re- 
ports, harvest may begin one to two 
weeks earlier than normal.” 


Weather of the Week 


Reported by U. 8. Weather Bureau 
Week Ended May 6 


Frequent rains during the week 
ending May 6, and wet fields further 
retarded farm activities over central 
and northern parts of the country 
east of the Mississippi, the Weather 
Bureau reports. Farm work and vege- 
tation is still reported two to three 
weeks behind normal in this area. 
In Maryland, peas are reported bud- 
ding and tomato planting is progress- 
ing slowly. 

In the Northwest temperatures con- 
tinued above normal and there were 
scattered showers. Additional mois- 
ture is needed in Oregon and eastern 
Washington. An average set of fruit 
is reported in Washington and peas 
are reported blooming in Oregon. In 
California scattered showers and hot 
weather were favorable for develop- 
ment of the fruit crop. 

During the week ending May 6, tem- 
peratures were above normai except 
in an area from southern Indiana, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and northern 
Mississippi eastward and along the 
Atlantic Coast from North Carolina 
north. Rainfall during the week was 
frequent and occasionally heavy in 
the eastern third of the country and 
light in the Great Plains States, 


Northwest and Northern mountain 
area. 

Information on temperatures and 
rainfall for the week ending May 6 
for selected weather stations, as re- 
ported by the U. S. Weather Bureau, 
are shown in the following table: 


Temperature Precipitation 


Depart. Depart 

Districts Av. from Av. from 

and stations normal normal. 
D 9D. In In. 

Northeast: 

Portland, Me 45 —4 2.64 +1. 
Syracuse, N. u 57 +56 0.89 70.21 
Buffalo, N. 0 1.09 +1.23 
Erie, N. Y.... 50 +4 1.06 +1.17 

Middle Atlantic: 

Trenton, N. J... 57 0 2.60 71.80 
Harrisburg, 61 +3 1.686 70. 00 
Baltimore, Md. 63 +3 10 +3.43 
Norfolk, Va.... om 

Richmond, Va. 62 —1 0.82 +0.12 

Midwest: 

Cleveland, Ohio..... 57 +4 1.82 +1.11 
Toledo, Ohio, ...... 58 +3 1.81 71.7 
Columbus, Ohio 57 —1 1.27 70.83 
Cincinnati, Ohio 57 —2 1.79 70.86 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 55 00 1.79 +1.01 
Indianapolis, Ind. 56 —3 1.08 +0.33 
Evansville, Ind..... 63 1.79 +0.91 
Peoria, III. . +1 3.72 +2.% 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 52 0 0.89 70.24 
Milwaukee, Wis..... 46 —2 0.62 -0.16 
Madison, Wis... . 52 —1 0.92 70. 13 
Green Bay, Wis. 49 —1 0.73 +0.07 
LaCrosse, Wis...... 52 —2 0.74 +0.11 
Minneapolis-8t.Paul, 

Minn. 0 1.30 70.71 
Charles City, a 
Davenport, Iowa. 56 —1 0.48 —0.30 
Des Moines, Iowa. 56 —1 0.17 —0.91 
Sioux City, Iowa 56 +1 0.16 -0.56 
Omaha, Neb........ 50 +1 0.23 —0. 0 

South Central: 

Springfield, Mo..... 63 +3 0.86 —0.30 
Fort Smith, Ark..... 60 +3 0.70 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 78 0.77 
Brownsville, Tex.... 81 +5 0.00 
Rocky Mountain: 
Denver, Colo....... +12 —0.55 
Grand Junction,Colo, 68 +11 0.00 —0.24 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 67 +15 T —0.43 
Pocatello, Idaho.... 63 +13 
Boise, Idaho........ 66 +13 0.01 —0. 29 

Wert Const: 

Walla Walla, Wash. 66 +9 0.038 —0. 25 

Seattle, Wash. 57 +5 0.20 —0. 20 
Portland, Oro. 62 +7 0.04 
Roseburg, Ore... ... 61 +7 0.01 
Sacramento, Calif... 72 +11 0.00 —0. 25 
Fresno, Calif........ 76 +12 0.00 0.18 
Los Angeles, Calif... 70 +11 T. 0.10 


T- Trace, Av. Average, D. - Degree, In. 
Inches. 


California Fruit Committee 


The U. S. Department of Ajgricul- 
ture announced this week the appoint- 
ment of members to serve on the Con- 
trol Committee during the current 
season under the marketing agree- 
ment regulating the handling of fresh 
Bartlett pears, plums, and Elberta 
peaches grown in California. 
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Congress 


Farm Labor 


A bill (H. R. 3867) establishing a 
permanent farm labor supply pro- 
gram was introduced on May 7 by 
Chairman Clifford R. Hope of the 
House Committee on Agriculture. 
The bill is a proposal that was de- 
veloped by the National Farm Labor 
Conference last January. It is ex- 
pected that the House Agriculture 
Committee will hold hearings on the 
measure sometime next month. 


Portal Pay 


Congress approved the Conference 
Committee recommendations on the 
Portal-to-Portal Pay Act (H. R. 2157) 
on May 1. The proposal is now await- 
ing Presidential action, 


General Labor Legislation 


The Senate continued during the 
past week to consider the general 
labor law revision bill (S. 1126) re- 
ported favorably by the Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor on April 17. On May 
2 the Senate adopted by a vote of 60 
to 28 an amendment proposed by Sena- 
tors Taft, Ball, and Byrd that would 
forbid unions from coercing employees 
in selecting a collective bargaining 
agency but defeated on May 7 by a 
vote of 44 to 43 another Taft-Ball- 
Byrd amendment to restrict industry- 
wide bargaining. The Senate adopted 
by voice vote an amendment to the 
bill defining supervisors as those hav- 
ing the “responsibility to direct.” 


Another Taft, Ball, Byrd amend- 
ment, adopted on May 8 by a vote of 
48 to 40, gives employers a voice in 
the administration of union welfare 
funds and limits the uses for which 
the money may be spent. It forbids 
payroll checkoffs of dues without the 
consent of the individual workers; 
prohibits employers from paying 
money to union officials except for 
stated purposes, and provides one 
year’s imprisonment and a $10,000 
fine for violations. 


The more drastic bill (H. R. 3020) 
which passed the House on April 17 
by a vote of 308 to 107 is pending on 
the Senate calendar. 


Census 


The Senate interrupted considera- 
tion of general labor law revision on 
May 7 to pass a number of uncon- 
troversial measures among which was 
a bill (S. 554) to provide for a five 
year census of manufacturers, trans- 


portation, mineral industries, distribu- 
tive trades, service establishments, 
and other businesses. 


Clayton Act 


Subcommittees of the House and 
Senate Judiciary Committees have 
concluded hearings on H. R. 515 and 
S. 104, companion bills to amend the 
anti-trust laws to prevent a corpora- 
tion from purchasing the physical 
assets of a competing corporation, but 
have made no report on the proposals 
to the full Committee. 


Water Pollution 


Hearings before a subcommittee of 
the Senate Committee on Public 
Works are continuing on the Barkley- 
Taft water pollution control bill (S. 
418). ‘ 

Government Procurement 


No action has been scheduled by 
the Senate Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices on the House passed bill (H. R. 
1366) or the Senate companion meas- 
ure (S. 222) to establish the public 
bid and acceptance method for the pro- 
curement of supplies and services. 


Food and Drug Seizure 


No action is scheduled at present 
by the House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, on iden- 
tical bills (H. R. 3147-H. R. 3128) in- 
troduced by Chairman Wolverton and 
Represenative Miller of Connecticut 
at the request of the Food and Drug 
Administration to give that agency 
authority to seize misbranded and 
adulterated products that are being 
held for sale in the original package 
following shipment in interstate com- 
merce, 

Sugar Quotas 


Secretary of Agriculture Clinton P. 
Anderson has requested Congress 
through its appropriate committees 
to consider soon an extension of the 
Sugar Act and a revision of the sugar 
import quotas established by the Act. 
The Sugar Act is due to expire on 
December 81, 1947. In the request of 
the Secretary, which was contained in 
letters addressed on May 5 to the 
President of the Senate and the 
Speaker of the House, he stated that 
he believed the United States was 
obligated to give Cuba a percentage 
increase in their quota because of 
the contribution made by that country 
during the war in increasing produc- 
tion, 


Commodity Credit Corporation 
It is expected that the House Com- 


mittee on Banking and Currency will 
take up soon the question of extend- 


ing the life of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation. Pending before the Com- 
mittee is a Senate bill (S. 350) that 
would extend CCC for one additional 
year and would maintain its present 
borrowing capacity and capital struc- 


ture. 
Long Ronge Program 


The House Committee on Agricul- 
ture on May 8 suspended hearings on 
the subject of a long range program 
for agriculture for a two-week period. 


Marketing Orders 

No further action is scheduled by 
the House Committee on Agriculture 
on the Hope bill (H. R. 452) to make 
the order sections of the Marketing 
Agreements Act applicable to all com- 
modities. The Senate Committee has 
taken no action on a companion bill 
(S. 306). 


Foreign Trade 


Sources and Destinations of 
Canned Pea Exports in March 


March export shipments of canned 
peas totaled 500,000 pounds, or less 
than 50 percent the quantity exported 
during February, the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce has reported. The 
export shipments, which came from 
eleven widely-separated United States 
zones and went to 35 different coun- 
tries, are shown by countries and 
weight as follows: 


The biggest shipment for March was 
184,000 pounds to Belgium; 45,000 
went to Sweden; 50,000 to Curacao 
(N. W. I.); 38,500 to Republic of Pan- 
ama; 29,000 to Paraguay; 22,000 to 
Cuba; 21,875 to Colombia; 18,000 to 
Venezuela; 12,000 to Switzerland; 
10,200 to Miguelon and St. Pierre Is- 
lands; 7,500 to the Belgian Congo; 
6,000 to South Africa; 5,994 to Syria; 
5,888 to Panama Canal Zone; 6,000 
to Mexico; 5,580 to Australia; 4,200 to 
Trinidad; and 2,260 to Honduras. 

Purchased in 11 States, the exports 
originated in New York, Baltimore, 
Tampa, Mobile, New Orleans, Galves- 
ton, San Diego, Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Portland, Oregon. 

USDA and OIT officials point out 
that a substantial proportion of such 
export shipments is purchased by buy- 
ing agents f.o.b. processor’s plant, 
with the ultimate destination unknown 
to the seller. It indicates, they say, 
that the product frequently enters in- 
ternational trade unknown to the 
processor. 
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Statistics 


Support Price Program for 
Turkeys Announced by USDA 


The U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture this week announced a price- 
support program for 1947-crop tur- 
keys marketed during the period Oc- 
tober 1, 1947, through January 31, 
1948. This action has been taken to 
assure producers of price support on 
a nation-wide scale this year through- 
out the normal season of turkey mar- 
keting. 


For the designated period, the De- 
partment will be prepared to buy 
dressed turkeys from processors who 
certify that they have paid all pro- 
ducers not less than the liveweight 
support prices which will be an- 
nounced about October 1, and which 
will reflect a national average price of 
90 percent of the September 15 parity 
price for turkeys. These prices, and 
the purchase prices to be announced 
for dressed turkeys, will vary accord- 
ing to the four production zones in 
which a program is now in effect in 
support of producer prices for breed- 
ing stock. 


The price support program for 
breeder stock ends June 30, 1947. No 
support program will be set up for 
breeder hens or toms in 1948. 

Price differentials will be estab- 
lished under the fall and winter pro- 
gram for three different liveweight 
classifications of 1947 crop turkeys: 
18 pounds and under; 18-22 pounds; 
and 22 pounds and over. Lightweight 
birds will be priced 4 cents a pound 
above medium weight birds, and 
heavy birds at 6 cents a pound below 
mediumweights, Thus, the maximum 
spread between light and heavy birds 
will be 10 cents a pound, liveweight. 


Canned Milk Statistics 


March production of canned evap- 
orated milk amounted to 270,800,000 
pounds, higher than a year earlier 
for the fifth consecutive month, the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics re- 
ported this week, Although the March 
output was 15 percent higher than a 
year earlier, it was 3 percent less than 
the 1941-45 March average. From 


February to March, production rose 
29 percent, the same as the seasonal 
gain as registered a year earlier, but 
slightly higher than the average for 
1941-45. During the first three months 
of the year, canned evaporated milk 


production totaled 687,300,000 pounds 
or 15 percent more than in the same 
months of 1946. 


Canned condensed milk production 
was 8,620,000 pounds during March, 
a decline of 14 percent from a year 
earlier and 11 percent from the 5-year 
March average. While March output 
was 21 percent higher than February, 
this seasonal gain was slightly less 
than either a year earlier or the 5- 
year average. 


Industrial Production and 


Worker Employment Rising 


Industrial production in March, 
1947, increased slightly over Febru- 
ary and was about 12 percent higher 
than in March, 1946. The index in 
March of this year was 189 percent 
of the prewar average. The index of 
production worker employment of 184 
in March was unchanged from Feb- 
ruary and compares with 182 a year 
earlier. 

Wholesale prices of all commodi- 
ties in March averaged 4 percent 
higher than in February and 38 per- 
cent above March, 1946. Wholesale 
food prices continued increasing dur- 
ing March and averaged more than 50 
percent higher than in March, 1946. 


The Consumers Price Index was 
slightly higher in March than in 
February and was up 20 percent over 
a year earlier. The March index of 
retail food prices of 190 was nearly 5 
percent higher than a month earlier 
and 36 percent higher than in March, 
1946. March retail prices of canned 
fruits and vegetables remained at the 
February level but continued one-third 
higher than a year earlier. Prices of 
fresh fruits and vegetables increased 
over February. 

The following table, showing the in- 
dices from which the above compari- 
sons were made, was derived from 
indices issued by the Federal Reserve 
Board and the Bureau of Statistics. 
To facilitate comparison with the im- 
mediate prewar period these indices 
were computed so that the 1935 to 
1939 average equals 100. 


Mar. Feb. Mar. 
Index of 1947 1047 1040 
1935-39 = 100 
Industrial Production'—All.. 189 188 168 
Canning and Preserving 130 140 127 
Production Worker Employ- 
ment—All Manf.Ind . We 164 132 
Wholesale Prices: 
All Commodities 186 1790 133 
Food ‘ 212 206 138 
Consumer Price Index? 130 133 130 
Retail Prices All foods 190 182 140 
Canned fruits & vegetables 173 173 130 
Fresh fruits and vegetables 1 189 1903 
' Beasonally adjusted. * Formerly Cost of Living 
Index. 


Rail and Boat Shipments of 
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 


Rail and boat shipments of fresh 
fruits and vegetables (exclusive of 
white potatoes) totaled 13,702 cars 
for the week ending May 3, 1947, ac- 
cording to a report of the U. S. De. 
partment of Agriculture. These ship- 
ments were slightly higher than those 
of the preceding week and exceed 
shipments for the corresponding week 
of last year by 21 percent. 

The following table, compiled from 
statistics of USDA's Production and 
Marketing Administration, gives com- 
parisons of carlot shipments of se- 
lected fresh vegetables and fruits for 
certain periods: 


Week ending 

May 3, Apr. 26, May 4, 
1047 1947 1946 

VROBTABLES Carloads Carloads Carloads 
Beans, snap and lima. . 238 121 234 
620 110 1,904 
Green peas......... . 155 71 136 
.. 73 165 18 
Others..... 6,000 7,418 8,050 

FRUITS 

4,475 4,367 4,001 
Other... 1,161 829 613 
Total 13, 702 13,378 15,655 


Canned Poultry Statistics 


The quantity of poultry canned or 
used in canning during March totaled 
6,148,000 pounds, the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics reports. This was 
46 percent less than March last year 
and the smallest March quantity in 
the five years of record. The quan- 
tity used in canning during March 
consisted of 5,634,000 pounds of 
chicken and 514,000 pounds of turkey. 

The quantity of poultry certified 
under Federal Inspection during Feb- 
ruary totaled 9,205,000 pounds, the 
smallest quantity for that month 
since February 1941. Of the total 
certified, 6,495,000 pounds were for 
canning and 2,710,000 pounds were for 
evisceration. 

The following table shows the quan- 
tity of poultry canned by years and 
months: 


1945 1946 1047 

Pounds Pounds Pounds 
January... 15,343,000 13,360,000 9, 458,000 
February.. 16,390,000 11,581,000 7,423,000 
March.... 18,746,000 11,402,000 6, 148,000 
April 18,302,000 10,118,000 ..... 
May. 20,011,000 11,573,000 .. 
June..... 14,401,000 10,687,000 .. 
July 7,764,000 8, 404,000 
August 8,034,000 10,978,000 . 
September 4,759,000 7,583,000 
October... 5,815,000 10,855,000 . 
November. 8,972,000 0,682,000 ........ 
December. 7,960,000 8,005,000 .........- 


Total. 146, 587,000 125, 197,000 23, 029, 000 
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FIBEROMETER INVENTED BY N. c. A. LABORATORY 
TECHNICIAN TO TEST FIBER IN CANNED ASPARAGUS 


The National Canners Association's 
Research Laboratories are assisting 
the asparagus canning industry in the 
collection of data in anticipation of 
hearings to develop federal Food and 
Drug standards of identity, quality, 
and fill of container for canned as- 
paragus. It was planned that each 
canner cooperating in this program 
would make toughness tests by what- 
ever method is in use in his plant, as 
for example, the so-called “fork test,” 
which, though not entirely satisfac- 
tory, is the only rapid test now in 
general use. 


To meet the need for a more precise 
method, for detecting the presence of 
objectionable fiber in canned aspara- 
gus, an instrument has been devised 
by H. K. Wilder, Assistant Director 
of the Association’s Western Labora- 
tories. Such an instrument is of great 
importance at this time because tough- 
ness is one of the most significant 
quality factors in canned asparagus, 
and one for which there has hereto- 
fore been no rapid standardized 
method of test. By use of this instru- 
ment it is possible to record the num- 
ber of tough spears in a sample and, 
for each individual spear, the length 
of fibrous portion. Cut asparagus, ex- 
om very short units, also may be 
tes 


The principle of the new method is 
that each spear is tested at regular 
intervals throughout its length by a 
standardized cutting device, The es- 
sential pert of the cutter is a wire 
held rigidly in a frame of definite 
weight so that the horizontal wire 
may be lowered upon the supported 
asparagus unit and allowed to press 
down with a definite shearing force. 
Presence of fiber is indicated by fail- 
ure to cut through the spear. 


The instrument consists of two 
parts: (1) A support for the as- 
paragus unit to be tested, and (2) 
a standardized cutting device which 
is lowered upon the asparagus. The 
support now being used consists of 
a vertical block about 1% inches thick, 
5 inches long and 6 inches high, hav- 
ing in its upper edge an approxi- 
mately parabolic-shaped horizontal 
channel to receive the asparagus and, 
at right angles, vertical slots % inch 
apart through which the cutting wire 
is passed to press upon the asparagus. 
The channel is 1% inches deep and 


1½ inches wide at the top. The 
purpose of the parabolic shape is to 
provide a channel suitable for sup- 
porting different diameters of as- 
paragus. 

The cutting device consists of two 
inverted U-shaped hard aluminum 
cross plates separated by rectangular 
brass bars large enough to provide 
the necessary weight. The cutting 
wire is of stainless steel of 0.081-inch 
diameter held rigidly in tension be- 
tween supporting screws in the brass 
bars 1% inches below the cross plates. 
The entire frame and wire assembly 
in the present model has a weight of 
three pounds, 


The method of test is as follows: 
An asparagus unit is placed in the 
channel with its cut end at the proper 
end of the block, any obliquely cut 
portion of an end being allowed to 
protrude. The test is made by hold- 
ing the cutting device with the wire 
horizontal and lowering the wire 
through a slot in the support so that 
the wire at its midpoint contacts the 
asparagus. The cutting device is low- 
ered gently with a slow, vertical mo- 
tion, without downward pressure, and 
in slots near the head of the spear the 
wire is pressed readily through the 
asparagus by the weight of the frame. 
Repeating this procedure from slot to 
slot progressively away from the head 
of the spear, a slot may be reached 
where the asparagus fibers will inter- 
pose considerable resistance to the 
wire. If the asparagus is sufficiently 
tender, the wire will cut through the 
spear but, if considerable fiber is pres- 
ent, the wire will fail to sever the 
spear. The distance of this point from 
the lower end of the spear, as indi- 
cated by the number of %-inch slots 
remaining, provides a numerical indi- 
cation of the comparative amount of 
fiber in the spear being tested. 


By selection of proper size of wire 
and weight of frame, the tests should 
provide an indication of the fiber con- 
tent of different asparagus units as 
related to their preference by a con- 
sumer. Tests must yet be made with 
various wire diameters and weights 
of frame to determine what combi- 
nation will best represent the rela- 
tionship of this test to desirable or 
undesirable fiber content, but the di- 
ameter and weight indicated above 


appear to provide somewhere near a 
satisfactory combination. 

The instrument will be studied dur- 
ing the canning season in an effort to 
establish more definitely the best com- 
bination of factors. In its fundamen- 
tal design, it provides a method of 
test which can be described so that 
various manufacturers could repro- 
duce instruments with substantially 
identical characteristics, and it is sim- 
ple in operation so that similar results 
can be obtained by its use in the hands 
of different analysts. 

Details of construction of this in- 
strument will be furnished upon ap- 
plication to the Western Branch Re- 
search Laboratories, National Canners 
Association, 322 Battery Street, San 
Francisco 11, Calif. 


Standards 


Proposed Revision of Canned 
Tomato Standard Announced 


As a result of the hearing held 
March 20, 1947, the Federal Security 
Agency announced in the Federal 
Register for May 6 the proposed find- 
ings of fact and a proposed amend- 
ment to the standard of identity for 
canned tomatoes. The effect of the 
amendment is to permit use, as op- 
tional ingredients, of certain calcium 
salts other than calcium chloride, 
which is permitted under the exist- 
ing standard. 

After stating the findings of fact, 
the proposed regulation concludes: 


It is proposed to 
Canned tomatoes; 
statement of optional in r — 
follows: 

1. That sub 388 
graph (a) be eleted and * 


substituted — 


(4) Purified calcium chloride, cal- 
cium surphate, calcium citrate, mono- 
calcium phosphate or any two or more 
of these calcium salts, in a quantity 
reasonably necessary to firm the to- 
matoes, but in no case such that the 
amount of the calcium contained in 
such salts is nae than 0.026 percent 
of the weight of the finished canned 
tomatoes. 


2. That the third sentence in para- 

graph (b) be deleted and the following 

vubstituted therefor: “When one or 
more of the optional ingredients d 
nated in paragraph (a) el hal ‘= 

section is present, the label 

the statement “Trace 
Added” or “With Added , of . 

the blank being filled in with 

the words “Calcium Salt” or “Calcium 
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Information Letter 


Salts” as the case may be or with the 
name or names of the particular cal- 
cium salt or salts added. 


Any interested person whose ap- 
pearance was filed at the hearing may, 
within 20 days from the date of pu 
lication of this proposed order in the 
Federal Register, file with the Hear- 
ing Clerk of the Federal Securit 
Agency, Office of the General Counsel, 
Room 8255 Social Security Building, 
4th Street and Independence Avenue 
S. W., Washington, D. C., written ex- 

tions thereto. Exceptions shall 
— out with particularity the al- 
eged errors in the proposed order, and 
shall contain specific references to the 
pages of the transcript of the testi- 
mony or to the exhibits on which each 
exception is based. Such exceptions 
may be accompanied with a memoran- 
dum or brief in support thereof. Ex- 
ceptions and accompanying memo- 
randa or briefs should be submitted 
in quintuplicate. 


No Tolerance Permitted for 
DDT, FDA Official Declares 


Paul B. Dunbar, Commissioner of 
Food and Drug, Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, in a letter to Dr. E. J. 
Cameron, Director, National Canners 
Association’s Washington Research 
Laboratories, stated that in the opin- 
ion of Food and Drug Administration 
officials canned foods should be free 
of DDT and that canners have an 
obligation under the Federal Food, 
Drug and Cosmetic Act to remove 
effectively the DDT which may be 
present as the food is received. Com- 
missioner Dunbar’s letter was in re- 
sponse to an inquiry made by Dr. 
Cameron with regard to possible toler- 
ances which might be permitted for 
DDT in canned foods. Text of both 
letters follow: 


April 24, 1947 


Food and Drug Administration 
Federal Security Administration 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


Occasionally we receive inquiries 
as to the amounts of residual DDT 
which the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion might consider objectionable in 
foods, particularly canned foods. 


The only announcement bearing on 
this that has come to our attention is 
one which, as we recall, applied only 
to fresh fruits, for which a pro- 
visional limit of seven parts per mil- 
lion was * We are wondering 
whether, in view of the studies on 
this subject since the original an- 
nouncement, the Administration is 
now prepared to state tolerances 
which it considers reasonable for 
other classes of foods, including 


canned foods. 


If you are in a position to state 
such tolerances or amplify the pre- 
vious announcement, such a statement 
would naturally be of interest to 
canners and we would capresicte 
having permission to carry the state- 
ment tn our INFORMATION 


Very truly yours, 
(Bigned) E. J. Cameron, 
Director. 


May 2, 1947 
Dr. E. J. Cameron 
National Canners Association 
Research Laboratories 
1739 H. Street N. W. 
Washington, D. C. (6) 


Dear Dr. Cameron: 


We have your letter of April 24 in- 
uiring as to the amount of residual 
5 T which micht be regarded as 
objectionable in food, particularly 
canned food 

We note that you refer to the an- 
nouncement which we issued deali 
with the limit of seven parts per mil- 
lion for DDT present as spray residue 
on apples ond pears. No additional 
announcement on this subject was 
issued nor do we contemplate one at 
this time. 

In our opinion canners who use 
DDT sprayed on foods for the produc- 
tion of canned foods have an obliga- 
tion under the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act to remove effec- 
tively the DDT which may be present 
as the food is received, and, in our 
7 canned foods should be free 
of this chemical. 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) P. B. Dunbar, 
Commissioner of Food and Drugs. 


N. C. A. Laboratories to Visit 
Asparagus Canning Plants 


In preparation for a proposed hear- 
ing on Food and Drug standards for 
canned asparagus, both the Washing- 
ton and the Western Branch Labora- 
tories are visiting canners of aspar- 
agus this month to get first hand in- 
formation about styles of pack, can- 
ning operations, ete., and to obtain 
samples to illustrate all types of 
canned asparagus. Particular atten- 
tion will be given to collection of 
samples of commercial packs at or 
near the substandard level of quality 
in order to have data to indicate a 
proper dividing line between standard 
and substandard quality. 

Representatives from the Western 
Laboratory already have visited most 
of the asparagus canners in Cali- 
fornia. They plan to visit those in 
the Northwest area in the next two 
weeks, 

The Washington Laboratory plans 
to have representatives visit the Tri- 


State canners next week, and the 
Illinois and Michigan canners during 
the last two weeks of May. 

Food and Drug Administration 
technologists and inspectors are also 
making a thorough survey of aspara- 
gus canning operations. The N.C.A. 
representatives are cooperating with 
the Government officials in an en- 
deavor to cover all phases of the in- 
dustry as completely as possible. In 
many instances the two agencies are 
visiting canning factories together and 
are sharing in the preparation of ex- 
perimental packs. 


Personnel 


Nash Accepts Comstock Post 


Comstock Canning Corp., Newark, 
N. Y., has announced that effective 
June 1, Arthur E. Nash will become 
actively associated with the sales de- 
partment of that company. For the 
past three years Mr. Nash has served 
as secretary of the Association of 
New York State Canners, Inc., and is 
well-known and liked by the canning 
trade. 


Mr. Nash was a Newark, N. V., 
school principal before he became sec- 
retary of the Association of New 
York State Canners, Inc. Prior to 
that he had been interested in Asso- 
ciation work of various types and was 
an outstanding community leader. He 
is a graduate of Colgate University 
and the University of Rochester. 

President E. E. Burns of the Asso- 
ciation of New York State Canners, 
Inc., in a letter to all members of that 
Association on May 3, stated that no 
successor to Mr. Nash has been 
named. 


Ritter Co. Secretary Retires 


William H. Ritter, Jr., President of 
P. J. Ritter Co., Bridgeton, N. J., has 
announced the retirement of the com- 
pany's Secretary, Miss Louise W. Me- 
Devitt, effective March 31. March 13 
of this year was the 54th Anniversary 
of Miss McDevitt’s association with 
Ritter. The position she took with 
the company in 1894 was her first in 
the business world. She remained 
with Ritter during her entire career. 

A pioneer in the field of women 
in the industry, Miss McDevitt became 
one of the most widely known and re- 
spected executives in the food trade. 

Miss Isabel Hermon, who until now 
held the office of assistant secretary, 
succeeds Miss McDevitt as secretary. 
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Raw Products 


Factors Affecting Acid and 
Total Solids of Tomatoes 


An excellent bulletin on the factors 
affecting the acid and total solids of 
tomatoes has been prepared by Frank 
A. Lee and Charles B. Sayre and was 
recently issued by the New York State 
Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Geneva, N. Y., as Technical Bulletin 
No. 278. Since this subject is of in- 
terest to a large number of canners, 
an abstract of the material is pre- 
sented, as follows: 


“Tests extending over a period of 
five years revealed that the moisture 
content of the soil is an important 
factor in the development of total 
acid and total solids in the fruits of 
the tomato plant. Sixteen varieties 
were tested under various conditions 
and it was found that all varieties 
produced fruits containing higher 
total acid on the fresh or * ght 
basis and higher total solids when 
grown under restricted soil moisture 
supply than when grown with abun- 
dant soil moisture. 


“The total acid content of tomato 
fruits was found in many cases to be 
high at the beginning of the season, 
to decline as the season progresses, 
and to rise at the end of the ripening 
period, This general trend can be 
altered by changing soil moisture con- 
ditions. The final upward trend was 
not observed when the season ended 
abruptly. In some varieties these 
variations were not so marked as in 
others. Tomatoes grown under field 
conditions may vary as much as 25 
percent in total acid throughout the 
season. Variations in acid content of 
varieties were noted from year to 
year, 


“The use of potash fertilizer tends 
to result in tomato fruits that are 
higher in total acid. This was espe- 
cially noted when relatively la 
amounts of potash were added to the 
soil, Nitrogen fertilizer seems to have 
— effect on the acid content of the 
ruit. 


The total solids content of tomatoes 
also differs considerably among the 
varieties and is modified by conditions 
under which the plants are grown. 
The effective use of fertilizers, espe- 
cially potash, will increase the total 
solids content of ripe tomatoes. If 
one desires to keep the acid content 
of the crop at a minimum, the field 
should be irrigated in dry seasons, and 
the addition of potash to the soil 


should be held to a minimum con- 
sistent with satisfactory crop yields.” 

Canners desiring to study the tables 
in detail should obtain a copy of the 


bulletin from the New York Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station, Geneva, 
N. Y. 


European Corn Borer Control 


Recent improvements in airplane 
spraying equipment should aid in more 
rapid and effective control of the 
European corn borer and of insects 
destructive to forests, the Agricul- 
tural Research Administration has re- 
ported. A boom-type sprayer de- 
veloped and tested applied approxi- 


mately 2 gallons per acre of DDT in 
oil in a 35-foot swath at the rate of 
about 10 acres per minute. This re- 
duced borer infestation in the stalks 
by 83.5 percent and in the ears by 92.2 
percent. 


A similar unit used in a larger plane 
for forest-insect control applied 1 gal- 
lon of this poison per acre in a 100- 
foot swath at the rate of 18 to 20 acres 
per minute. The work on insect-con- 
trol equipment is a cooperative project 
with the Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine. 


Deaths 


Charles F. Burns Dies 


Charles F. Burns of Alton, N. V., 
passed away at his home, May 1. He 
had been active in the processing in- 
dustry since 1927, when the Alton 
Canning Co. was established. Pre- 
vious to this, he had for years been a 
major exporter of dried fruits. He 
was actively connected with the in- 
dustry at the time of his death, al- 
though for the last few years his son 
had been the active manager of the 
business. 

He is survived by his only son, Ed- 
ward E., who is now president of the 
Association of New York State Can- 
ners, Inc. 


Supplies 


March Production of Glass 
Containers Shows Increase 


For the second time this year, pro- 
duction of glass containers exceeded 
10 million gross, according to prelimi- 
nary figures released this week by 
the Bureau of the Census. Total pro- 
duction reported in March amounted 
to 10.6 million gross, only 5 percent 
below the all-time high of 11.2 million 
gross reached in January, 1947, but 
15 percent greater than production in 
February. Substantial increases were 
shown for food containers. 


Food Closures Production 


Production of commercial closures 
during March, 1947, amounted to 
1,176 million units, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This was 2 
percent above the February, 1947, 
total of 1,155 million units, but 25 


percent below the 1946 peak reached 
in October. Of the March total, 618 
million were closures for food con- 
tainers, while 345 million were metal 
closures for non-food containers and 
214 million were plastic closures for 
non-food containers. 


ARMY REQUIREMENTS 
(Concluded from page 235) 
tiated or bid basis. However, it is 
expected to make this announcement 

in the very near future. 

The three main procurement depots 
in New York, N. V., Chicago, III., and 
Stockton, Calif., will continue in 
operation this year irrespective of 
whether the Army buys on a nego- 
tiated or bid basis. Also, the Army 
will continue to have representatives 
in the field, QMC officials deciared. 
The following breakdown by com- 
modities gives the 1947 Army pro- 
curement requirements: 


Canned Fruits (Basis 12/2¥2's) Doz. 


. 614, 390 
480, 
649,614 
220, 
112,718 
P 104, 830 
900, 533 
868, 538 
6, 940 
1,200, 942 
1, 580, 202 
Juice, Pineapplo 976, 085 
Canned Vegetables (Basis 12/2's) Doz. 
927, 256 
1, 752, 257 
1,005, 790 
Cataup, Toms too 922, 378 
1,753, 685 
Potatoes, NW j 42, 205 
1,241,647 
Denen 4, 223, 881 
nato Pure 
Gal. 
Pickles (All types) 1,712, 184 
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Information Letter 


Forthcoming Meetings 


ey 12—National Canners Associa- 
on, Plant Sanitation Course, York- 
towne Hotel, York, Pa. 


May 21-22—Industrial Waste Confer- 
ence, Purdue University, Lafayette, 


Ind. 
May 22-23—Ozark Canners Associa- 
tion, Sprin nae Colonial Ho- 
e 0 


tel, Sprin 


May 25-28—Flavoring Extract Manu- 
facturers Association, 38th Annual 
Convention, Atlantic City, N. J. 


May 26—National Canners Associa- 
tion, Administrative Council Meet- 
ing. Shoreham Hotel, Washington, 


er 27-28—National Canners Asso- 
ciation, Board of Directors Meeting, 
Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D 


June 1- 9 n Canners Associa- 
eeting, Park Place 
raverse City, Mich. 


on 1-4—Institute of Food Technolo- 
sts, Seventh Annual Meeting, 
tatler Hotel, Boston, Mass. 


June 2-5—Greater New York Grocery 
Buyers Show, Madison Square Gar- 
den, New York, N. Y. 


June 9- Manufacturers of 
— Inc., Mid- Meeting, 
ytop Lodge, 8 Skytop, P 


* 8. — Grocers 
Association, Annual Meeting, Adol- 
phus Hotel, Dallas, Texas. 


June 11-183—American Marketin 
sociation, Spring Conference, 
Commodore, New York, N. Y 


July 1-18—Indiana Canners Associa- 
tion, Annual Technicians’ School, 
Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 


July 9-18—Indiana Canners Associa- 
1 Mold Count School, Horticul- 
ture —— 1 Purdue Univer- 
sity, Lafayette, Ind. 


23-August 1—Association of New 

ork State Canners, Inc., Mold 
Count School, Geneva Experiment 
Station, Geneva, . 


November 20-21 —lowa-Nebraska Can- 
ners Association, Annual Conven- 
tion, Savery Hotel, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 

December 4-5—Tri-State Packers As- 
sociation, Fall Convention, Tray- 
more Hotel, Atlantic City, N. J. 


January 13-17—National Food Bro- 
kers Association, Annual Meeting, 
Atlantic City, N. J. 


January 18-23—National Canners As- 
sociation, Annual Convention (hotel 
* 7 announced), Atlantic City, 


January 18-23—Canning Machinery 

& Supplies Association, Annual Ex- 
hibit, Convention Hall, Atlantic 
City, N. J 


As- 
otel 


To Receive Appert Award 


Dr. C. Olin Ball of the Owens-Illi- 
nois Glass Co., will be awarded the 
Nicolas Appert medal at the 7th an- 
nual meeting of the Institute of Food 
Technologists, which will be held at 
Boston, Mass., June 1 to 4. Dr. Ball's 
numerous scientific and technologi- 
cal contributions to the technical as- 
pects of food processing include studies 
in the short time high temperature 
processing of foods. 

Dr. Ball was for some years con- 
nected with the National Canners As- 
sociation laboratory, during which 
time he developed the mathematical 
methods now used for calculation of 
processes for canned foods, a contri- 
bution of fundamental importance in 
canning technology. 


USDA Meat Production Report 


Meat production under Federal in- 
spection for the week ended May 3, 
totaled 318 million pounds, according 
to the U. 8. Department of Agricul- 
ture. This production was 7 percent 
above the 296 million pounds pro- 
duced during the preceding week and 
18 percent above the 270 million 
pounds recorded for last year. 


More Powerful than DDT 


Laboratory tests with benzene hexa- 
chloride revealed it to be the most 
toxic insecticide known against house- 
fly adults and larvae, being about 8 
to 10 times as toxic as DDT, according 
to the Agricultural Research Admin- 
istration. It was found to be ex- 
tremely toxic to German roaches, 
more so than pyrethrum, which had 
always been considered outstanding 
in this respect. It was also more toxic 
than DDT to the following insects 
that attack crops: Large milkweed 
bug, melon worm, southern armyworm, 
southern beet webworm, alder flea 
beetle, imported cabbageworm, army- 
worm, and corn earworm. 


U. S. Trade Mission to Japan 


The Assistant Secretary of War an- 
nounced on May 7 that a special Trade 
Mission would leave for Japan on 
May 8 to study the possibilities of 
reopening private trade with Japan. 
This Mission will be in Japan for one 
month and will consist of representa- 
tives of the War, Treasury, State, and 
Commerce Departments, Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation, and United 
States Commercial Corporation. 
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